THE  GREAT  CATHERINE	^Oi
me his hand to kiss. Prince Adam handed him the minister's
letter, which he read standing, then he began to question me
about the czarina and the principal personages of her Court,
The king seated me at his right hand and continued to talk
to me all supper-time. On leaving, he told me he would
always be pleased to see me at his Court, and Prince Adam
said that he would present me to his father the following
morning. I went back to my inn, and next day, at eleven
o'clock, made the acquaintance of that rarest of men, the
magnificent Prince Palatine of Russia. He was in his dress-
ing-gown, surrounded by gentlemen wearing the national
dress, high boots, moustaches, and the head bare and shaven.
The prince spoke with affability. He did not intimidate
me, but he did not inspire me with confidence. When
he heard that I had done nothing in Russia but amuse
myself and frequent the Court he concluded I had come
to Poland to do so likewise, and he promised to introduce
me to every one. He added that he lived alone, but would
be glad to see me at his table, morning or evening* He
then withdrew behind a screen, from which he emerged,
dressed in the uniform of his regiment, and a blond wig
with a pigtail. After a low bow to the company, he with-
drew to his wife's apartments. She was the last of the
noble family of d'Enoff, and had brought her husband
an immense fortune. He was a Knight of the Order of
Malta when he married her, and won her hand in a duel
fought with pistols on horseback. The lady had given her
word to marry the victor, and he was fortunate enough
to kill his rival.
I led a very quiet life, and I often think of it with pleas-
ure; yet in spite of my economy, in three months' time I waf
heavily in debt, my carriage, servant, and the obligation tc
be always well dressed, cost more than I could afford. To
add to my woes, I received a letter from Venice announcing
the death of M. de Bragadin. For twenty-two years this
man had been to me as a father. He had lived economically
—he had even run into debta in order that I should want

